Angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibition and vascular remodeling in coronary artery disease.
New insights from basic laboratory studies and clinical trials have raised the intriguing possibility that the renin-angiotensin-kinin system may play a critical part in the pathophysiology of atherosclerosis. These studies suggest the possibility of an important new therapeutic role for ACE inhibitors: reduction in the risk of atherosclerosis and the complications of coronary artery disease. Ongoing large-scale trials will establish whether the findings from basic laboratory studies and clinical heart failure trials will apply to patients with ischemic heart disease irrespective of the presence or absence of left ventricular dysfunction.